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ARC-PA Standard(s) Addressed 

A3.11  The program publishes and makes readily available to enrolled and prospective students 
current program information, including 
g) Program-defined competencies for entry level practice 
 

Policy 
Trevecca PA Program competencies are foundational to a comprehensive educational experience. They define 
the necessary professional knowledge, skills, and attitudes required of our new graduates to provide high-
quality, patient-centered care. Our curriculum is designed to help students attain each program competency in a 
supportive educational community and ultimately to prepare them for entry-level PA practice.   
 
Our competencies are informed by the mission, values, and goals of the Trevecca Nazarene University PA 
Program and modeled after PAEA’s Core Competencies for New Physician Assistant Graduates, and the 
Competencies for the Physician Assistant Profession by the four national PA organizations.  
 
Medical Knowledge (MK) 

1. Students will demonstrate knowledge of basic sciences and clinical medicine in all organ systems across 
the lifespan in a variety of health care delivery settings. 
 
☐ End-of-Curriculum Exam 
☐ Summative OSCE 

☐ Patient Education OSCE 
☐ Summative Technical Skills Exam 

 
 

Interpersonal Skills (IS) 
2. Students will demonstrate interpersonal communication skills that result in an effective exchange of 

information with patients.  
 

☐ Summative OSCE ☐ Patient Education OSCE 
 
 

3. Students will be able to accurately articulate one's role and responsibilities to patients. 
 



☐ Summative OSCE ☐ Patient Education OSCE 
 
 

4. Students will be able to discuss diagnosis and treatment plans compassionately and accurately with 
patients. 

 
☐ Summative OSCE ☐ Patient Education OSCE 

 
 

5. Students will be able to accurately and concisely communicate the findings of a given patient encounter to 
members of the health care team. 

 
☐ Summative OSCE 

 
 
Clinical and Technical Skills (CTS) 

6. Students will be able to perform health histories and physical examinations on patients across the lifespan 
in a variety of health care delivery settings. 

 
☐ Summative OSCE 

 
 

7. Students will be able to select the appropriate laboratory and diagnostic studies based on clinical 
presentation across acute, chronic, and emergent care settings.  

 

☐ End-of-Curriculum Exam ☐ Summative OSCE 
 
 

8. Students will be able to interpret laboratory and diagnostic studies based on clinical presentation across 
acute, chronic, and emergent care settings.  

 
☐ End-of-Curriculum Exam ☐ Summative OSCE

 
 

9. Students will be able to formulate and prioritize a differential diagnosis based on clinical presentation 
across acute, chronic, and emergent care settings.  

 
☐ End-of-Curriculum Exam ☐ Summative OSCE 

 
 

10. Students will be able to develop patient-centered management plans that incorporate both 
pharmacological and non-pharmacological approaches across acute, chronic, and emergent care settings. 
 
☐ End-of-Curriculum Exam ☐ Summative OSCE 

 
 



11. Students will be able to demonstrate proficiency in performing clinical procedures commonly performed 
in acute and emergent settings. 
 
☐ Summative Technical Skills Exam 
 
 

12. Students will be able to refer patients to the appropriate health care provider for continued management. 
 

☐ End-of-Curriculum Exam 
 
 

13. Students will be able to provide patient-centered education across the lifespan in acute, chronic and 
emergent care settings. 

 
☐ End-of-Curriculum Exam ☐ Patient Education OSCE 

 
 
Professional Behaviors (PB) 

14. Students will be able to demonstrate professional conduct expected of a practicing physician assistant and 
as expected by the medical profession.  

 
☐ Summative OSCE ☐ Patient Education OSCE 

 
 

15. Students will be able to demonstrate professional behaviors during collaboration with other members of 
the healthcare team.  

 
☐ Summative OSCE 

 
 
Clinical Reasoning and Problem-Solving Abilities (CRP) 

16. Students will be able to recognize healthy versus ill patients across the lifespan based on the clinical 
presentation, physical examination, laboratory, and diagnostic study findings. 
 
☐ End-of-Curriculum Exam ☐ Summative OSCE 

 
 

17. Students will be able to demonstrate critical reasoning by developing appropriate plans of care for acute, 
chronic, and emergent conditions. 

 
☐ End-of-Curriculum Exam 
☐ Summative OSCE 
☐ Patient Education OSCE 

 


